
CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL MEETING

Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Annual Meeting held on Thursday 17th May 2007.
Present:  C’llr R Cherrington (Chairman), C’llr D Close (Vice Chairman), C’llr P Caddick, C’llr D Pike, C’llr D Milligan.
In Attendance: Nil

1. Election of Chairman.  – Councillor Rowan Cherrington was elected as Chairman of the meeting by those attending
2. Apologies for Absence.  Wiltshire County Council - C’llr Brigadier R Hall and Kennet District Council - C’llr P Veasey.
3. Declaration of Members Acceptance of Office.  The following Councillors signed their declarations of acceptance: R Cherrington, D Close, P Caddick, D Milligan and D Pike.
4. Registration of Member’s Interests renewal. The following Councillors signed their registration of member’s interests renewal: R Cherrington, D Close, P Caddick, D Milligan and D Pike.

5. Election of Officers:  Officers to the parish Council were elected as follows:

Chairman:
Rowan Cherrington
Proposed: D Close




Seconded: P Caddick

Vice Chairman - David Close
Proposed: R. Cherrington




Seconded: P Caddick

Responsible Financial Officer:  Philip Gill
Proposed: R Cherrington




Seconded: D Close


Footpaths Officer: David Close
Proposed: D Pike




Seconded: D Milligan


Village Hall representative: D Milligan
Proposed R Cherrington




Seconded D Close


King George Playing Field representative: Rowan Cherrington




Proposed D Close




Seconded D Milligan

Parish Lengthsmen: David Pike
Proposed R Cherrington




Seconded D Close


Fete Committee Representative: P Caddick
Proposed R Cherrington




Seconded David Close

6. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda– Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) order 2007.  To receive any Declarations of Interest on any agenda item to be discussed.  None declared
7. General Public – No questions asked.
8. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 15th March 2007 having circulated, C’llr Caddick proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by C’llr Milligan.
Carried and duly signed by the Chairman.

Action – Clerk to post on Parish Notice Boards.
9. Matters arising – None that do not appear as agenda items.
-
10. Clerk – Members considered appointing Mr P Gill as the Clerk to Council and as the Council’s Responsible Financial Officer on a permanent basis.
Members RESOLVED to appoint Mr P Gill to both positions. 
11. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
11.1 Marking on Trees – the Members noted the reply from Biddesden Farm Partnership.
11.2 Notice Board – The Members noted the reply from Chute Parish Council. 
11.3 Having considered the Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (SI.2007/1159).

Members RESOLVED to adopt the Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils including paragraph 12(2).



Action – Clerk to inform Monitoring Officer at KDC
11.4 Having considered a letter from KDC regarding Proposed Local Government Reorganisation in Wiltshire

Members RESOLVED to instruct the Vice Chairman to write to the Secretary of State to express their concerns about the proposed reorganisation in Wiltshire.
Action: Vice Chairman
12. Finance. 

12.1 The RFO presented for approval the annual accounts of accounts for the year ended 31st March 2007.  
Members RESOLVED to approve the accounts as presented in Section 1 of the Annual Return.


Action - Clerk/RFO
12.2 The RFO presented for approval the Statement of Assurance for year ended 31st March 2007.
Members RESOLVED to approve the Statement of Assurance as set out in Section 2 of the Annual Return.

Action - Clerk/RFO
12.3 The RFO presented for agreement the Audit Plan for 2007/2008 as previously circulated.
Members RESOLVED to agree the Audit Plan as presented.

Action - Vice Chairman to monitor implementation of plan.

12.4 Having considered reappointing Mr J Foxen as Competent Internal Auditor for 2007/2008.
Members RESOLVED to thank Mr Foxen for his efforts to date and to reappoint him as the Council’s Competent Internal Auditor.

12.5 Having considered the Terms of Reference for Internal Auditor as previously circulated.
Members RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Reference as presented.


Action - Clerk to write to Mr Foxen regarding items 12.4 & 12.5
12.6 Having reviewed the Agree Clerk’s salary from 1st April 2007 
Members RESOLVED to progress the Clerk’s salary to NJC SCP 17 (£8.225 per hour)
12.7 Having reviewed the renewal of the WALC annual subscription of £ 41.15p
Members RESOLVED to pay the subscription of £41.15p.
Action – Clerk/RFO
12.8 Having reviewed the insurance cover and associated premium of £303.35p
Members RESOLVED to continue the cover with Allianz Cornhill at a cost of £303.35.
Action - Clerk/RFO

12.9 Having considered opening a High Interest account

Members RESOLVED and directed the Clerk/RFO to investigate the options and report back to the Council.

Action - Clerk/RFO
12.10 Having considered the Clerk’s Membership of Community First at a cost of £17.00

Members RESOLVED not to take up the offer of membership.

13.
Planning.  To receive, consider and comment on Planning Applications as received from Kennet District Council.
13.1  K/56488/TR2 – Felling of four Leylandii trees and the pruning of a Persian Ironwood tree at Chute Forest Cottage Lodge, Chute Cadley.

Members RESOLVED not to raise any objections
Action – Clerk to inform KDC 
14.
Footpaths.
C’llr Close reported no problems.
15.
Playing Fields.
The Chairman reported that it is the committee’s intention to have the pavilion re-valued for insurance purposes during the current financial year.  It is planned for seven cricket matches to take place to be followed by a full season of football matches. 
16.
Village Hall.
C’llr Milligan reported that fund raising had stated and that part of a £5000 grant had been drawn down.
17.  Roads.
C’llr Pike reported no problems, but informed the meeting that he cleaned and oiled the “Methodist” Bench on the Green.
18.
Clerk’s Report.
18.6
Clerk informed Members that copies the Financial Regulations were available for then to hold.
19.
AOB. 
The members discussed the issue of the level/damage to the BT cover on the Green and directed the Clerk to write to BT.


Action - Clerk

20. Date of future meetings.  The date of next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 19th July 2007 and subsequent meeting as follows:

Thu 19 Jul 07 -   7:30pm 

Thu 20 Sep 07 - 7:30pm 

Thu 15 Nov 07 - 7:30pm 

Thu 17 or 24 Jan 08 - 7:30pm (TBC)

Thu 20 Mar 08 - 7:30pm 

Thu 17 Apr 08 – 7:00pm (Annual Parish Meeting)

Thu 15 May 08 - 7:30pm (Annual Parish Council Meeting)

.

There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:30pm.
Signed:







Date:
R Cherrington
Chairman
3
Chairman’s initials & date

